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The Divine Right of Prerogative 
Royal exemplified in a Sermon on 
the firſt Anniverſary of His Ma- 
Jeſty's Happy — per 


: 


1 


From part of the proper Goſpel for the « morning Ser- 
vice, viz. S. Matth. Chap. 22; Verſe 2. 


— Render therefore unto Cæſar, the 
rhings which are Ceſars. - — 


HICH words, are part of the as 
| Goſpel for this morning Service; and 
due proper Goſpel (ſo appoſitely adaC- 


pted by our Superiort in the Church, 
to the Giles op: of the day) is part of a Chapter, 


wherein are more Inſtances of Malice defeated, and 


| Tamocence protected; more wholſome Leſſons of Re- 
ligion, Politiques, and Oeconomiquer, drawn from good 
Anſwers to evil Queſtions, than are to be found 32 
the whole Book of God beſide:: 

It may illuſtrate the Text, if we take a prend 
View of each reſpectively; and ſo engage our ſelves 
more forcibly to the Duty thence to be impreſs, of 
renuring unto Cæſar the things which are Coſar't 4 con 
feſſedly, whether by the Precept or EO of 

0 Bleſſed Savior of Mankind | © © + 
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Now, The occaſion of theſe Queſtions and Anſwer; 
ſeems chiefly to have been this; The Life of the Ho- 
ly Jeſus, and the New Scheme He was introducing, 
were very diſpleaſing to the Scribes and Phariſees, in 
that the [uteprivy and, S&mplicity of them diſplayed the 
_ groſs Cotruptions, in Principle as well as Practiſe, of 

them who ſat in Moſes's Seat ; They therefore with 
the Sefarzes eagerly ſet themſelves to lay ſnares for 
Him in his Converſation, that they might expoſe Him 
to the Popalace; who began, as they thought, to 
think already but too well of Him; and thence eaſi- 
ly lead Him on to ſuch Puniſbment or Shame as might 
effectually overthrow his Deſigns for their Good, 
which they were bent not to fee; tho they did not 
oftner. attempt ſuch wicked purpoſes, than they were 
ſurely defeated, and fell into that diſgrace, which 
they had contrived ſhould be his Lt: 
And this, had they not been infatuated, the Pha- 
riſees and Sadducees, with the Scribes and Elders, might 
have learn t would be their Fate, from their very 
firſt attack upon Him; when asking of Him 4 Sign 
from Heaven, for the Confirmation of his pretended 
Authority thence; He took occaſion to exbeſe their 
 Hypoerify in diſcerning the face of the Sky, and preſa- 
ging the conſequent Weather, whilſt they ſhewd 
themſelves Ignorant of the Signs of thoſe Times, (tho 
Jonas, in their Scriptures, had plainly typified his Re- 
urreftion in particular; and ſuch like) cautioning 


his Diſciples ſoon after, to take heed and beware of the 
. Leapen of the Phariſees and the Sadducees: 


* 
” ot - - 


But Malice as it has no bounds, ſo is it ever reſt- 
-teſs, till it has accompliſh'd. its ungodly purpoſes, or 
ruin d. its Authors; which was the Caſe here; For, 
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LF 1 | 
the Sadduceer provoked at our Lord's late Cenſure of 
them juſt mention d, and reſolving with the reſt 
of his Enemies to entrap Him in his Words, Diſſem- 
bling their opinion concerning the Reſurroction, ſaid 
by Him to be typified by the Prophet Jonas (but 
about which the Multitude was divided) They artfully 
confulted Him about That; fincerely, as it were, de- 
firing his opinion in fo important a point of Oecono- 
my, but intending all the while to grave] Him, if 
not, to enſnare Him; and the Queſtion was home pur, 
as of a recent well-known Fad among them, con- 
cerning a Woman whom ſeven Brethren ſucceſſively 
had married (according to the Law of Moſes; the 
former ſtill dying without Iſſue) whoſe Wife of theſe 
ſeven ſhould ſhe be at the Reſurredtian? Our Lord cor- 
rects only their falſe and "_ opinion of the future 
Life; and points out to them their ſhamefull Igno- 
rance in ſtating what was propoſed; for in the Reſur- 
rection, ſaith He, they neither marry, nor are given in 
Marriage: and with this moſt perfect Wiſdom, He 


* the Multitude, and puts the Sadducses to f. 


The Phariſees, no leſs enraged then their He- 
czates in Wickedneſs, when they were told of the 


Tranſactiou, ſo unluckily miſcarry ing in the Sadawcees 


Hands; Depute immediately one of their ow Body, 
and He a Lawyer one of the moſt eminent, to be 
ſure, amongſt them; and upon whoſe ſucceſs they 
might be ſanguine} to ask a third Queſtion; which 


was fo anſwer d, and another ſo put, That no man was 


able to anſwer him a word; The Lawyers Queſtion was 
about a point in Religion, and that too of the higheſt 
Nature, viz. this, which ir the firſt and greateſt Com- 
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| Chap. 1223. to the 31. from v. 34. to v. 41. an 
busciz T2  manament? 


. 
mandmentꝰ they thought by the management of this 
ſly and prepared Advocate of theirs to have confound- 
ed our Saviour with a ſingle Problem about the Way to 
Life and Happineſs,which they had ſoobſcur d and block d 
up by their dark Glofſes and multiplied Traditions, 
that the Commandments of God were hard to come 
at; yet, He recalled them notwithſtanding to ſuch a 
true account of the Method to obtain Salvation by a 
Converſation and Courſe of Actions in this Life, re- 
lating to the Love of God and our Neighbours (on 
which bung all their Lam and the Prophets) ſo different 
from what they had chalk'd out by the Tything of 
Ant, Aniſe and Cummin, whilſt they neglected the 
weightier things of the Lam, Judgment, Mercy and 
Faith, That from that day forward not a Man was ſo 
hardy, as dared to ark bim any more Queſtions ; 

But their Maſter-Piece is reſerved to this Place, as 
it opens the Text more immediately; diſplays the 
Conduct of the Lord of Life (who was Viſdom and 
Truth it ſelf) with relation to his Submiſſion to Efta- 

h d Polities or Governments; and thereby, directs 
all Subjects in like manner to render as he did to the 
Ceſars of bis day, both by Precept and Example, 
the things that are Ceſars ; bod: | 
In order to the clearing up what I would term the 
Divine Right of Prerogative Royal, 1 muſt begs leave 
to recall you to an obſervation juſt now laid down 
as the Ground-Work, of what follows, as well as of 
the Introductory part of this diſconrſe, viz. That the 
Seribes and Pbariſees, with other Sefts, took counſel 
together how they might entangle him in his talk, not only 
| becauſe the whole Scheme of His Life and Doctrine 

was againſt theirs; but becauſe they percerved He 
Hale iber in his Parables, about the rejection of the 
Jem, the calling in of the Gentiles, the ungratefull 
ee | Husband: 


* 1 
Husbandmen s ſlaying the Heir of the Vineyard, with 
ſuch like; and moreover, becauſe they could not lay 
violent hands upon him, as fearing the Multitude, who 
took Him for a Prophet. 3 " 

And now what properer Scene could they open 
for compaſſing their ends, than by detaching ſome 
of their own Diſciples together with the Hero- 
diant, that they might engage Him in a Queſt:on 
of State, a nice Political Diſquiſition, from which 
twould be hard for Him to extricate himſelf by 
any poſſible anſwer, encompaſs d with enemies on 
both foes as He was, ſo ſubtil, ſo inveterate? What 
ſort of Guile could they contrive to catch Him 
by with more eaſe and aſſurance, than by Pro- 
ponents ready inſtructed in all the falſe glavering 
Hypocriſy the moſt diſguis d Phariſees could be gui 
ty of? when accofting Him thas, Maſter, we know 

that thou art true (tho' they diſdaind to own him 
d their Maſter upon another occaſion, St John 9. 28.) 
and teacheſt the way of God in truth (tho elſewhere 
they roundly miſtruſted whether he taught by the 
Authority of God, Matt. 21. 23.) neither careſt thou for 
any man, for thou regardeſt not the Perſons of Men (re- 
minding Him, as it were, of his rebuking the Scribes, 
and Phariſees, and Elders, and even Herod occaſion- 

ally; hoping to find him now in the Sequel, tardy 
| even towards Ceſar Himſelf) Tell us therefore what 
thinkeſt thou, is it lawfull to give tribute to Ceſar or 

Not? A Queſtion thus put, the moſt enſnaring of all 
other; to which had be anſwer d nothing, He muſt 
have been accuſed as a reſpecter of Perſons, and as 
fearing Himſelf to ſpeak the Truth, leaſt He ſhould 
diſoblige either Prince or People; And, ſhould He have 


Chap. 21. verſ. 46. 47— Chap. 22. from v. 18. to v. 23. : 
Any anſwer'd 


P 


| [8] ” 

nſwer d them in the Affirmative, He had aſſured- 
Iy loſt all his Followers and Admirers at once, who 
were generally againſt paying of Taxes in. the 
Infancy of the Roman Government, when the Sce- 
pter was but newly departed from Juda; If in the 
Negative, the Courtiers had ſoon token him up, 
and. diſpatch'd him out of the way for à felow 
that hed really perverted the Nation, as forbidding to 


ve Tribute unto Ceſar, (of which he was afterwards 
folly accuſed, and therefore condemn d, St Lute 


ls But our Saviour perceiving their Wickedneſe, deſired 
5 ſee the Tribute Money ; They, unapprized of the 
Divine Wiſdom (then catching ſock Miſcreants in zhezr 
own Craftineſs) which, as it at firſt defign'd a general 
Taxing ſhould be made by Cæſar Auguſtus, about the 
Time of our Saviour s Birth at Bethlehem, (when eve- 
ry one was to be-jaxed in his own City) and He conſe- 
quently was to be a great Example of the Duty in 
iy Texr, b Feen as it were, Tributary, with 
his Mother Mary and his ſuppoſed Father; Jo here 
by directing «boſe, bis Enemies, to bring Him a Fen- 
ny, which was a: Roman. not a Jemiſb Coyn, (im- 
rels d under Auguſtus or Tiberiuf, not improbably ) 
nd. by obliging them to own the Image and Super- 
ſeription, He 4 gained his Point, in making 
them readily pay the Tribute in Queſtion (which they 
thought He. would. have forbid to his Goft) ſince 
the /mage and Super ſcription..confelled the Power of 
the Sword to be in Him, and their acknowledged Sub- 
miſſion to it; and that This He was not to bear in 
vain, but (amongſt other Powers for Good to them) 
Fier the Puniſhment of Such Evil. Doers as ſhould not 


. 
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[9 ] 
recognize his Authority by a due obedzence to his F- 
dicts; ſuch as ſhould behave unſeemly towards his 
Royal Perſon, or Governours ſent by Him to rule over- 
them; or laſtly ſuch as ſhould deny Him what was 
due; when convenient or neceſſary, for the ſupport of 
his Dignity and ſtate Imperial; Render therefore unto 
Ceſar, ſaith the great Maſter of Chriſtians, as a check 
to theſe Hypocrites, (and is a laſting Admonition for 
his ſincere Diſciples to follow in all Szmilar Caſes) 
Render the things that are Ceſars; which words, when 
they Heard from Him, they marvelled and left Him, 
and went their way; ; 
And may not we juſtly wonder that any Diſciples 
of the Bleſſed Jeſus ſo wiſe and true, ſhould upon 
the like evenement leave Hu way thus plainly chalk'd 
out for them, and perverſly turn aſide to their 
own? | | 

For by Ceſar, tis plain, our Saviour meant here, 
Tiberius the Regnant Emperor, or whoever for the 
Time being, according to the Laws of the Country 
ſhould be admitted as ſupreme, and legally inveſted 
with the Power Paramount: By rendring to Ceſar the 
things that are Cæſart, He meant determinately here, 
the Cuſtomary Tribute of Taxes paid by the Subject 
for the Support of the Crown; whoſe other known 
Prerogatives (though not directly couch'd in the 
Queſtion or Anſwer,) 1 mean, Reverence to the Head 
which wears it, and Obedience to the Laws thence 
proceeding( both of them exemplified in our Lord's 
Praiſe upon ſimilar occaſions) are therefore deem d 
Royal Prerogatives jure Divirio in the ſame degree 
with that of Paying Tribute; 

I begin with the /aſt of theſe, in the order here 
laid down, but firſt in the Inſtitution, viz. 


. 3 


[ To | 

I. Obedience to the juſt Authority of Princes, and 
the Laws enacted by ſuch Authority; a Divine Pre- 
rogative claim d by all Sovereigns, as they are the 
ordinance of God, and Vice-Gerents to the King of 
Kings; and to which the Saviour of Mankind paid a 
remarkable Submiſſion, on the moſt unjuſtifiable ſen- 
rence of Him to a Death the moſt painfull and 
ignominious; acknowledging, That Pilate had a 
Power over Him in the hardeſt caſe imaginable 
(where this Judge himſelf could not but pronounce 
Him Innocent) and that he could not have had that 
Power of condemning Him, were it not given to Him 
from above; Hence we find that Kings; and Rulers, 
and Judges authoriz d by them, are in the Holy Wri- 
tings, by a Metaphor, ſometimes ſtyled Gods, and 
the Children of the moſt High, having little in com- 
mon with Inferior Mortals, but that they die lite Men; 
That the Anz Laws, not contrary to God's, do ſo 
depend upon hi Authority, That whoſoever diſobeys 
them may be ſaid to rob God of his Honor, and 
thereby are guilty of Sacrilege; as thoſe who ſpeat 
evil of their Dignitys, are in Scripture ſtyled Blaſphe- 
mers: that, the Obedience to the juſt Authority of 
Princes is A my Kü, for the Lord's ſake; out of a 
due deference to Him by whom Kzngs Reign and Prin- 
ces decree Juſtice; 1 lay, N 
For the Lord's ſake; and out of Conſcience, as we 

uſually ſpeak: and I rather charge our Compliance, 
with the juſt Authority of Ceſar in his enacting Laws 
for the good of the common-wealth, on this ſingle 


motive, Out of Conſcience ; as the Conſcience ought 


2 


13. St Matth. 17. 2 St John 19. 11, Pſalm 82. 1. 
St John 10. 34. Pſalm 82. 6. Plalm 82. 7. 1 Kings 21. 10. 13. 
1 Pet. 2. 23. Prov. 8. 15. 
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1 
not only to contain under it, but as it actually invi- 
gorates, and renders all other Motives, how defe- 
ctive ſoever, to all intents and pur poſes effectual; 
For to be as brief and plain as poſſible, in order 
to a ſuitable Application, anſwering your Expecta- 


tions, and the Solemnity of the Day: 


If the fifth Precept of the Decalogue be moral and 
perpetually binding, with reſpect to this kind of Ho- 


nouring our Civil Parent, (and eccleſſaſtical] as well 


as Natural: If the united Suffrages of both the Je- 


wiſh and Chriſtian Churth, thro all Ages ſucceſſively, 


may be a Direction in our clearer underſtanding the 
purport of it; If the plaineſt Rules laid down in the 

everlaſting Goſpel of the Holy Feſus, for our obe- 
dience to Mngs as under God fupreme, and unto 
Governors as unto them that are likewiſe ſent by Him, 


may beallowd to be the ſafeſt Guides of our Con- 


ſciences, as they are God's immediate Commands free 


from the partial Traditions of Men, and highly chal- 


lenging our utmoſt Submiſſion; | 

Then is it moſt evident, that Chriſtzans are as 
immediately tyed to that Submiſſion and Obedience to 
the Auge juſt Authority required of them, as to 
any other Duty regiſtred for our Inſtruction among 
the written Oracles of God: To the juſt Authority of 
Kings upon the Throne, 1 mean, recognized as ſuch, 
by the reſpeCtive States of their Realms: ſuch was 


Tiberius in our Saviours Inſtance; and ſuch were the 


ſucceeding Emperors of Rome, in whoſe days the 
Apoſtles, and Diſciples of our Lord, wrote their 


Catholic or particular Epiſtles fraught with Injunitions 
to ſuch like Obedience as was recommended and pra- 


ctiſed likewiſe by the good Men of ancient days 


(even from the cloſe of the Theocracy) throughout 
the whole old Teſtament or Covenant, and downward 
| ; to 


5 1 

| . - 
to our days by the 6e/# Chriſtians in all Ages from 
the eſtabliſhment of the New one} It being the pre. 
ſumed intent of the Laws of God contained in the 
ſacred Pandects of both old and New Teſtament, 
not to meddle with the ſertled Forms of Government 
in Being, Not to alter the object or meaſure of Civil 
Obedience; but only to ſecure that Obedience which Hu- 
man Laws exact for fear of Puniſhment, on a higher 
and ſurer Principle; and with a more weighty and am- 
full Sanition then they can gives _ 

This makes them enjoyn Subjef:on, Submiſſion, or 
Obedience not only for wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake; 
But | 

II. A ſecond Prerogative Royal, challeng d by Di- 
vine Right, is, a Reverence to be paid the Perſons of 
Kings or Princes, next to that of Obedience to their 
Authority or Laws; Tis not enough that we pay to 
our Mug the Homage of Obedience towards their 
Commands ad extra, but inward Reverence and Vene- 
ration 1s due to them by, the Precepts of God our 
Heavenly Father, ſuch as was exemplified in the 
Practice of his well. beloved Son, that we might learn 
true Loyalty thence, and be the more readily im- 
preſs d to tread in the Bleſſed Steps of His moſt Ho- 
ly Life; Curſe not the King, no not in thy Thoughts; 
Hence we are forbid a fortiori to vilify or diſparage 
their Perſons by any of our hard Speeches againſt 
them, as if they had not been anointed with Oyl; to miſ- 
repreſent or traduce their Proceedings when they tally, 
not with our preſent Humor, or Apprehenſions : To 


complain of, or inveigh againſt their Adminiſtration ; to 


ſay, or do any thing which may leſſen their Reputa- 
tion, weaken their Authority, and bring them into 


. 


Eccleſ. 10. 20. St Jude 15. 2 Sam. 1. 21. 


any 
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any manner of Contempt, whereby they can't ſo well 


ſerve the Ends for which Government was Inſtituted: 


For all this and a great deal more is contain d in 


the Wiſdom of God by King Solomon above cited, and 
by Moſes, Exod. 22. 28. thus, Thou ſhalt not revile the 
God's, nor curſe the Ruler of the People, a place referr'd 


to by St Paul (Ads 23. 5.) when He check t Himſelf 


for ſome reproachfull Words caſt upon the High-Prieſt 


Anauias, whom He profeſs d, He knew not; or was 
not aware that He was ſach, thro the ſurprize of 
thoſe cauſeleſs blows which were given Him by his 
order; nor would He have caſt the li on Lyſas the 
chief Capt. who was the High-Prieſts 4ſzfſor on the 
Judgment Seat, without Abologizing handſomly for his 
inadvertency, and by recurring to the Divine Prohibi- 
tion, thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy People, 
Eccleſiaſtical or Civil; more eſpecially Him, who, un- 
der God, 1s over both Supreme; 

To this Head is properly reducible a ſeeming Con- 
travention to the Law of Moſes, ſtill in force as to 
its Morality, and that taken too from our Savers 
own Example (from which yet I propoſe to confirm 
the Reverence due to Princes as jure Divino) when He 
ſtiled the Tetrarch of Galilee, A Fox downright; from 
the Similitude of his Natural Conſtitution to the 


| known Subtiliy of the Animal ſo called; Go tell that 


Fox (meaning Herodes Antipas) faith He to the Pha- 


riſees (who were themſelves very well verſed in all 
the ſhamefull Arts of Graftineſs and Tricking) that I 
ſhall do thus and thus, Behold, I caſt out Devils, and I 
do cures to day and to morrow; and the third day I ſhall 


be perfected; &c. By which he will underſtand that 
I am not Ignorant of his wz/es in circumyenting the 


— — 


St Luke 13. 31. Verl. 23. 33. 5 
Baptiſt 
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Baptiſt my Forerunner; and of his laying in wait to 
perſecute me alſo even unto Death, notwithſtanding 
his pretended good opinion of me for my mighty 
works: That for the reaſons alledged, He need not 
be in pain about my ſupplanting Him, for beſides 
that my Kzngdom is not to be of Galilee, nor Fudea, no 
nor yet Rome, nor even of this World it ſelf ; all things 
concerning me muſt have an end ſhortly, when my Soul 
ſhall be poured out unto Death at Feruſalem, where 
I ſhall be numbred amongſt the trangreſſors: Where 
you | pleaſe to take notice, that our Bleſſed Lord 
did not utter this Language by way of reproach, 
whoſe evangelical Law forbid all words of Contume- 
more ſtrictly than ever the Judaical did} Nor did 
He call Herod, Fox; as a private Perſon, But that 
He might be apprized, from that intimation, that 
He was the true Kaphyy2w;ns, the only Searcher of the 
Heart, the diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of it; 
And when the Deſpiſers of Domintons, and the Evil- 
Speakers againſt Dignities, can utter the ſame or the 
| Iike words, with the Spirit of Feſus, they may be 
allowd to make uſe of the Precedent ; But it were 
ſafer for them, to follow His example, who be- 
haved ſo circumſpectly and prudently in his Words 
as well as Actions, towards the Powers that were in 
his days; By his /ilence, before Herod, where words 
would have been rendred culpable; and by his enga- 
ging Anſwers, to Pilate; as gained over thoſe his Poli- 
tical Enemies to be ſo far at Peace with Him; and not- 
withſtanding the vehement charges of the chief Prieſts, 
and the Rulers, and People of the Fews, they could find 
no fault in Him, touching thoſe things whereof they accuſed 


St John 18. 36. St Luke 23. 37. Ifaiah 53. 12. St Matth. 5. 22. 
23. 1Kings 3. 39. Hebr. 4.12. St Jude 8. St Luke 23. 9. 15- 
St Luke 23. 3. 4. 14. 22, St Luke 23. 14. 15. Him; 
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Him; and might have acquitted Him as worthy 


neither of Death nor Bonds, had not they ſuffered 
the upright D:&ates of their Conſciences, to be ſti- 


fled and bore down by the more prevailing wicked 
Reaſons of State ; 


From the ſteady Conduct of this Great Exem- 
plar we proceed in the Duty before us; ſo, As not 


to lay the Miſcarriages or Misfortunes in Government, 


upon the Head ſometimes conſtrain d to wear the 
Crown, or the Hands uſually ſwaying the Scepter, 
Burthens ſo weighty and unweildy as to involve the 
Royal Heart in Throws inſupportable, unknown to. 
the heedleſs, but not guiltleſs Subject: For tho. 
Kings and Princes are Mortal, and as liable to Paſ- 
ſions and Infirmitys as other Men (however ſome- 
times ſurmounted by good Education and the Grace of 
God) yet the unhappy Turns, the Changes and Chances 
which happen in Church or State, dont always pro- 
ceed from their unskilfulneſs, or Neglect, but from 
the Treachery, the Coveteouſneſs, or Folly of thoſe about 

or intruſted by them; or what could be reply d, If 
I ſhould add, That the Miſcbief or udgments record- 
ed in the Reign of many Princes have happened main- 
ly through the Wickedneſs of the People > And there- 
fore no point of Flattery or Complement mult it be 
deemed in our Great Maſter, how kindly ſoever ta- 
ken by Pilate (ſo kindly, that from thenceforth he thought 
to releaſe Him) when He truly but decently told that 
Roman Governour within view of his Condemnation 
by Him, Hie that hath deliver d me unto thee has the 
greater Sin, vis. Judas, that evil Miniſter ; and the 
multitude of the Fews by conſequence under his Ma- 
nagement, loTreacherous ſo Covetour, ſo Fooliſh in it ſelf; 
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St John 19. 11. 12. 
and 
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and withall ſo fatal to Him and deſtructive to the Po- 
lity of that ſtubbvrn ſtifineck'd Generation. 

To conclude this Head, 'tis not more the Duty of 
any Nation or People, than their Happy Privilege to 
be Governd by Princes whom they may Revere, and 
Honor, in the manner ſpoken to, by paying a Juſt 

_ obedience to their Authority, and by retaining a Ve- 
neration for their Perſons; in conſequence of both 
which, ariſes. | 

III. A third Prerogative Royal; and, that too, 
Fure Divino; which has been already ſo far antici- 
pated, in the former part of the Diſcourſe, as to 
ſuperſede much to be ſaid here, about Tribute, or 

Payment of Taxes; tho, thu be as neceſſary for the 
Support of the Royal State and Dignity, as the two 
already mention are for the Defence of any Prin- 
ces Authority, or the ſafe-guard of his Perſon; And be- 
heve me, where that Authority comes once to be 
flighted, or His Roya/Perſon undervalued to a Degree, 
the Crown fits but uneaſy and tottering upon the an- 
xious or the aſing Head; and where the Revenues of the 
Crown are once brought to clipping,or lowering,and 
by conſequence unable to ſuſtain it, the Authority of 
a Prince's laws, and the Reverence to his Perſon, are 
of ſhort, very ſhort continuance ; 

Let all Men who are well-wiſhers to the Publick 
Weal Behave ſo Loyally towards their Sovereign, 
and wiſely for themſelves, as not to murmur at any 
Taxes Shih are given by their own conſent 1n the 
Repreſentatives which act for themy and which are 
levied for their own Good, in the maintenance of the 
King and his Houſhold, in the ſateguard of Commerce, 
and in ſecuring the Community from Domeſtick In- 
ſurrectiont, or Foreign Invaſions; Neither let any, 

upon frivolous pretences, (and they all muſt be ſuch, 
| which, 
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which, defraud the Mng of hu Cuſtoms? a practiſe, ſo 
rife out of Male- Conſtruction, which if carried foo 
far, and continued too long, may ſo enervate the S- 
news of Government, as to render Deficiences inſuper- 
abley to the embaraſſing the moſt wiſe and peaceable, 
but encouragement of the moſt foolzſh, turbulent, 
and diſaffected Subject; to what Iſſue, God alone 
knows, and He, can only avert: 8 5 | 

Let every one therefore render with St Paul, and the 
Apoſtlet, with our Bleſſed Saviour their Lord and Maſter, 
to all their Dues; but firſt of all, to Azngs and all that are 
in Authority, Tribute to whom Tribute 1s due, Cuſtom to 
whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour; 
Enough has been offer d as to the two firſt of theſe 
Royal Prerogatives, Honour and Fear, under the two 
mention d Articles, of Obedience to the Authority, and 
Reverence to the Perſons of crowned Heads, demand- 
able as of Divine Rigbt either from the Example or 
Precept of our Bleſſed Lord; 1 add nothing more 
with reſpect to this third and laſt Prerogative Di- 
vine, of paying Tribute or Cuſtoms, but that this has 
its Sanction from both; The Bleſſed Feſus explaining 
his Precept in my Text, by rendring to Ceſar His due in 
a miraculous Payment of his own and St Peter's Taxes: 
Signifying, as it were, thereby to us, That even where 
tis not to be had, the King ſhould not loſe his Right, 
tho it puts us to the expence of a Miracle, could we, 
after our Lord's Example, by that means poſſibly pro- 
cure it. 8 3 

To bring the whole to a Cloſe, and apply all to the 
Solemnity, _ 

To whom are we of theſe Kingdoms, to render 
the things that are Ceſars ; the 3 Prerogatives Royal, 
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Rom. 13. 7. 1 Tim. 2. 2. 5 
„ men- 


5 181 


mention d as claimable by Divine Right, and exem- 


plified each by our Saviour's own Practiſe or Precept, 
or both of them together; viz. thoſe 
Of Obedience to his juſt Authority, 
Of Reverence to his Royal Perſon, and 
Of Tribute for the Support and Maintenance of 
his High State and Dignity? But to 
A KING, to whom ſince His Happy Succeſſion up- 


on this day (on the lamented Demiſe of his Royal 
Father) we all of us owe; and moſt of us have pro- 


miſed and vom d, That fincere Allegiance is due to 


Him (as Rzebifull and Lamfull Heir of theſe King- 


doms by Inheritance) and which we might well pay 
Him likewiſe from the Generous Principle of Gra- 
titude; And may we (till do ſo for many Happy years 
to come, as the Ming makes us Happy, among many 


other Royal Qualifications, by his being deſcended of 


Nobles; 1 dont mean any Inferior Nobles, or ſuch as 
are but of yeſterday ; but deſcended, as He is, from 


a Line of Anceſtors, through many Generations, in 
whom the Blood-Royal of the Engliſb, Scotiſh, and 


German Races are ſo concentred, as to take off the 
Imputation of his being an Alien; and to make him 
Ours in an Emphatical way of Speaking, as entirely 
Britiſh as any of his Predeceſſors, Kings or Queens 


of theſe Realms famous in our Hiſtorys, as Nurſing- 


Fathers or Nurſing- Mothers of our Country. 

A KING, now fitting upon the Throne of His 
Anceſtors, not by any ambitious Proſecution, not by 
a Title any way uſurped by Him, but by the ſame 
fort of Hereditary-Reght, by which four of his imme- 
diate R. Predeceſſors aſcended to the Soverezenty over 
theſe Realms, (whoſe very worthy Deeds for theſe Na- 


. 


FEccleſ. 10. 17. Acts 24. 2, 3. 
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tiont have been thankfully accepted by them, and will 
ever be recognized by a gratefull Poſterity.) 487 
A KING, now ſwaying the Scepter of theſe 
Kingdoms with ſo equal an Hand for the Welfare of 
his Dutyfull Subjects at home; and ſo ſtrong an one 
for the good of our Reformed Brethren abroad, That 
if God gives a Bleſſing to his Meaſures taken under 
the preſent Pacification, A War detrimental to our H. 
Religion, may probably be prevented; and ſuch as 
might be fatal, for ought we know, to degenerate 
Proteſtancy : And His Majeſty thereby deſerve more 
of us and our lateſt Poſterity by ſtrengthning the true 
Chriſtian, or Proteſtant Intereſt, than can fairly be 
challeng d by all the boaſted Triumphs or Treaties ob- 
tain d thro a long Series of more than thirty of our 
Princes even from the Norman Conqueſt; 
What remains now, but that we all ſtrive to fill 
up the meaſures of our Duty to the Mng, notenly. 
by rendring to Him the things that are apparently Hts 
by Divine Deſignation? And, As we have now bleſs d 
God on this Occaſion for our Solemn meeting to- 
gether in a more than ordinary manner ;. and have 
joyn d with the devout Prayers of the Church (in 
celebrating the firſt Annider ſary of his Majeſty s Succeſ- 
Jon, according to the guiſe of the beſt Chriſtians, 
who have been uſed thus to diſtinguiſh the day from 
whence their Princes dated the beginning of their Au- 
Hicious Reigns) © beſeeching God to give the King 
«all thoſe Heavenly Graces that are requiſite for ſo 
«High a Truſt; That the Work of our God may 
“ proſper in his Hands; That His own Eyes may be- 
«hold the Succeſs of his Deſigns for the Service of 
*God's true Religion eftabliſhd among us; and, 
That God would make Him a Bleſſed Inſtrument 
*of promoting and adyancing his Truth whereſo- 
„ te ever 


b 
Geyer perſecuted and oppreſſed; laſtly, That He 
«© may with our Gracious Queen CAROLINE live 
«2 long Happy Life upon Earth, and after Death 
«obtain Everlaſting Life and Glory i in the Kingdom 
of Heaven: 

Let us to theſe our proper Prayers, add our further 
Thankſsivings, (not improper for the Day, the place, or 
the Audience) for thoſe manifold Bleſſings, which by 
Gods Grace, thro Him, as His Vice-Gerent may be 
conferr d upon us: 

Amidſt theſe Thankſgiving let it be ever reco- 
gnized, That our preſent Gracious Soveraign, is not 
only deſcended of Nobles, as ſuggeſted (a Qualifica- 
tion eſteem d requifite by Solomon towards the Hap- 
pineſs of a Kingdom) but That in Him is concentred 
the Blood of almoſt all the Royal! Familys in this 
| Quarter of the World, which might preſage great 
Quietneſe, were it not for the Lufts of ſome Princes, 
whence come Wars and Fightings ; 

That He's not only bleſs d with the Blood and the 
Sp:r:t of the beſt of our own Royal Familys in particu- 
lar; but with the like Title to his Crown, with ſimilar 
Inclinations to maintain it, under God, as his Right; 
The ſame Principles of Religion to ſupport iy and to 

protect his Subjects from being forced to fit weeping at 

home by the Waters of Babylon, or finging the Songs of 
Sion in a ſtrange Land; But That He's Bleſs d with 
a Royal Conſort alſo, who from the ſame Retigzous 
Principles refuſed a Diadem the moſt illuſtrious in 
Europe, for a better Crown in View? I mean an Hea- 
venly one; which would, in God's due Time, have 
abundantly rewarded Her Inviolable Adherence to 2 
Proteſtant Za 
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Pfalm 50. 23. Pſalm 22. 1. Haggai 2. 9. 1 Sam. 12. 25. 
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A Queen, who by way of Anticipation, through 
the Grace and good Providences of Her God, is 


even now by Her Matrimonzal Alliance to the Empire © 


of theſe Kingdoms, rewarded with an Earthly one; 
pointing out ſtill to that Better which u to come, as She 
adorns this with all thoſe Princely and Yertuous' En- 
dowments which ſhone forth ſo eminently in the 
two laſt Regnant Queens, the Breath of our Noſtrils, the 
Delight of our Eyes, the Joy of our Hearts, under 


whoſe ſhadow, we ſaid, we ſhould rejoyce 


Next, let it be matter of our Thankſg:vmng unto 


God, That we have been aſſured from his Royal 


Mord, That many Gracious Deſigns firſt attempted, 
in the late Reigns, and are the Glories of them, Such 
= ” „ Wn 
The Apoſtolical Propagation of the Goſpel in Fo- 
reign Parts, The p:ous Proviſion for New-Churches to 


be erected in or near our famous Metropolis, The An- 
ti. Sacrilegious Bounty to the poorer Clergy, ſtill to be 


augmented; with ſeveral others of the like Na- 
ture to be further carried on in ths ; The Reforma- 
tion of manners, and the Suppreſſion of Blaſpbemy, Ir- 
religion, and Profaneneſs ; the Cementing of the Pro- 
teſtank Intereſt abroad, with every thing that may 
tend to the Confirming of God's true Religion Eſta- 
bliſb'd amongſt us, ſhall meet with all the Encourage- 


ment He can poſſibly give; and That the Eftabliſb d 


Church it ſelf, ſhall be his firſ# and always Hu chief 
Care: 0 e 
Laſtly, Let us of thi Houſe Bleſs God for that which 


ought, I am ſure ever to be mention'd in this Place, 


on this Solemnity with becoming reſentments, That 


our Gracious Soyeraign King George the Second has 


8 — 


I Tim. 1. 17. 6. 15. Rev. 4. 11. Rey. 21. 24. 
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been pleaſed to Conſecrate His Succeſſion to the 
Throne, on this firſt Anniverſary thereof, with a nu- 
merous Encreaſe of this Hu Houſbold, conſiſting of 
gallant, old, Brztzſþ Seamen (the beſt and ſureſt 
Supports of a Maritime Potentate, challenging for 
Himſelf, and maintaining by their faithfull Services, 
the Soverazgnty over four Seas at leaſt againſt any 
Pretenders whatſoever) and“ That He has rendred 
< more comfortable and effectual this Charitable 
ce Proviſion for the Support and maintenance of 
“them worn out and become decrepit by Age and 
«Infirmitys in the Service of their Country. 

For which charitable Proviſion may a Conſtellation 
of Blæſſings ever attend the Head, the Heart, and the 
Hand of our Body Politique; | 

Our moſt Gracious Mug in the firſt place, who di- 
vinely pointed out in his Speech, this ever renown'd 
Mumficence ; | | | 

Hu Miniſters who wiſely conducted it through 
proper Canals; | | 

And the Legiſlative, which gave the finiſhing Stroke 
ro 1t for this year; and will make it, we truſt, a Na- 
tional Bleſſing for many Happy years to come, un- 
der the Regulation of ſuch a Marine Preſidency as is 
well known to be both willing and able to bring it to 
an excellent Work; | 

And now, That neither our Sinfull Paſſions, nor 
our partial Obedience to God or to Ceſar, may diſ- 
appoint the peculiar Cares of His Majeſty for the 
Publick Welfare; 1 

Let us be perſwaded to render unto God, the things 
that are Gods, in the manner we have been adviſed to 
render unto Ceſar the things that are Caeſars ; by obey- 


Eccleſ. 10. 17. Act. 24. 2, St James 4. 1. 
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ing his Authority, by Reverencing three Divine 
Perſons in one Godhead, and by paying Him the 
Tribute of a Converſation rigbily order d, according to 
his revealed Will; Then ſhall we not only ſee the Sal- 
vation of God in the next World, but He may be 
prevailed upon by our Dutifull demeanor to Him, 
ſo to give the King his Fudgments, and Righteouſneſs to 
the King s Sons, That the Glory of theſe later Reigns 
may exceed any of the former. 
But, If we will not be-perſwaded, while tis called 
today, to render unto God the things that are God's, tho 
vue ſhould render unto Ceſar the things that be Ceſars, 
God may be ſo provok d by ſuch a wicked partiali- 
ty, That He may bring upon us, what He once 
threatned to a like Generation, Deſtruction una- 

voidable, on «s and our RING. | 


Which may God of His Infinite Mercy avert, - 


Now to the RING Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible, the 
only Wiſe God, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, To 
do whoſe Pleaſure, they as well as their Subjects are 
and were created, Be aſcribed and given as is moſt 
due, by all Kngs of the Earth, and all their People, the 
utmolt Adoration, Praiſe, and Obedience of Lite, from 
this time forth for evermore. Amen. 


Sam. 4. 10. 5. 15. 
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